
 

  

 

 
 

 
Merry Christmas and thank you for worshipping with us today! 

 
It is a pleasure to welcome you to the Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist. Please know that 
whatever brought you here today is a good thing, and you are always welcome here! You are invited to 
participate at whatever level feels comfortable to you. The entire order of worship is contained in this 
bulletin. The congregation’s spoken parts are in the bold print. The hymns are found in the blue 
hymnal in the pew in front of you. Everyone is invited to receive communion with us. We use real 
bread and real wine at communion. Please approach the communion rail to receive. You may kneel or 
stand; please do whichever is most comfortable for you. We receive the consecrated bread in our hands, 
and we receive the consecrated wine by taking a small sip from the cup. Receiving the bread alone is 
considered receiving communion in full, so if you do not wish to receive the wine you still receive the 
graces of the sacrament. If you wish to have a blessing instead of communion, please cross your arms in 
front of your chest. If you would like to learn more about our church, please speak to an usher or a 
member of the clergy following the service. You may also visit our website at www.stjohnsaz.org, visit 
us on Facebook, and follow us on Instagram. We are so glad you joined us today and we look forward 
to seeing you again soon. On behalf of the clergy, vestry, and staff of St. John’s, we wish you a very 
merry Christmas.   
 
May the blessing of the Christ child be with you always, 
 
The Rev. Timothy J. Yanni, MA, MDiv, MBA, BCC  
Rector, The Episcopal Church of St. John the Baptist 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
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5p.m. & 8p.m. Christmas Caroling              
 
   O Come, O Come Emmanuel  #56 
   The First Nowell   #109 
   Mary Did You Know 
   Do You Hear What I Hear 
   King of All Kings (by Scott Sipes) 
   Little Drummer Boy 
   Let There Be Peace on Earth 
   God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  #105 
   Go Tell it on the Mountain  #99 
   A Hallelujah Christmas 
    
PROCESSIONAL HYMN           O Come All Ye Faithful    #83, Hymnal 1982 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
 
Presider  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People  Glory to God for ever and ever. 
 
THE BLESSING OF THE CRÈCHE 
 
Presider  The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us: 
People   And we beheld his glory. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and everliving God, you have given us a new revelation of your loving providence in the 
coming of your Son Jesus Christ to be born of the Virgin Mary: Grant that as he shared our mortality, so 
we may share his eternity in the glory of your kingdom; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Presider  The glory of the Lord has been revealed: 
People   And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     Angels We Have Heard on High      #96, Hymnal 1982                                                   
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
 
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, 
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with 
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.  
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FIRST READING                         Isaiah 66:10-13 
  
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and celebrate with her 
all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy,  
all who mourn deeply over her; 
in order that you all may nurse and be satisfied 
from her comforting breast; 
that you all may drink deeply and delight yourselves  
from the glory of her breast. 
For so says the HOLY ONE OF OLD: 
Watch! I will extend to her flourishing like a river, 
and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
and you all shall nurse and be carried on her arm, 
and you all shall be bounced on her knees. 
as a mother comforts her child,  
so will I comfort you all; 
you all shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM               103:1-17  
 
Bless the FOUNT OF WISDOM, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless her holy Name. 
Bless the FOUNT OF WISDOM, O my soul, 
 and forget not all her benefits. 
She forgives all your sins 
 and heals all your infirmities; 
She redeems your life from the grave 
 and crowns you with mercy and lovingkindness; 
She satisfies you with good things, 
 and your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
SHE WHO IS WISDOM executes righteousness 
 and judgement for all who are oppressed. 
She made her ways known to Miriam and Moses 
 and her works to the children of Israel. 
WISDOM’S womb is full of love and faithfulness, 
 slow to anger and overflowing with faithful love. 
She will not always accuse us, 
 nor will she keep her anger forever. 
She has not dealt with us according to our sins, 
 nor rewarded us according to our wickedness. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so indomitable is her faithful love upon those who revere her. 
As far as the east is from the west, 
 so far has she removed our sins from us. 
As a mother’s love for her children flows from her womb, 
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 so too does WISDOM’S love for those who revere her flow from her womb. 
For she herself knows whereof we are made; 
 she remembers that we are but dust. 
Our days are like the grass; 
 we flourish like a flower of the field; 
When the wind goes over it, it is gone, 
 and its place shall know it no more. 
But the faithful love of SHE WHO IS WISDOM endures forever on those who revere her, 
 and her righteousness on children’s children. 
 
SECOND READING                                                                              Peter 1:22-2:3 
 
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have the love without 
pretense of children raised together; from a pure heart love one another persistently. You have been born 
again, not of corruptible seed but of incorruptible seed through the living and enduring word of God. 
For: 
 
  “All flesh is like grass 
  and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
  The grass withers, 
  and the flower falls, 
  but the word of the Living God abides forever.” 
 
This is the word that was proclaimed to you as good news. Lay aside, therefore, all malice, and all deceit, 
pretense, envy, and all slander. Like newborn babies, long for the pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation— if you have tasted that the SOVEREIGN GOD is good. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
SEQUENCE HYMN    It Came Upon A Midnight Clear   #89, Hymnal 1982 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                     Luke 2:1-20 
   
Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Now it happened in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered (for taxation). This was the first registration and occurred while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. So all went to be registered; each to their own towns. Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth in to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, for he was from the house and 
heritage of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was betrothed and who was pregnant. 
So it was, that, while they were there, the time came for her to birth her child. And she gave birth to her 
firstborn son and swaddled him, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 Shepherds were in that region there staying in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the MOST HIGH GOD came upon them, and the glory of the LIVING GOD shone 
around them, and they were greatly terrified. But the angel said to them, “Fear not. Look! For I proclaim 
to you good news of great joy for all the people: For there is born to you this day a Savior who is the 
Messiah, the SOVEREIGN GOD, in the city of David. This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
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swaddled and laying in a manger.” And immediately there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
array, praising God and saying, 
 
  “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among peoples whom God favors!” 
  
 And it happened when the angels had departed from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to be, which the SOVEREIGN 
GOD has made known to us.” So they came hurrying and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in 
the manger. Now seeing this, they made known what had been spoken by the shepherds to them about 
this child. And all who heard marveled at what was spoken by the shepherds to them. But Mary preserved 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 
all they had heard and seen; it was just as it had been told them. 
 
Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE SERMON              The Rev. Timothy J. Yanni 
 
 
THE NICENE CREED               
 
We believe in one God,  

the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.    

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,   
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.   
Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 And became truly human.   
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.   
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
 the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father, 
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who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
        glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.   
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

 and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Leader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for 
all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 Lord, have mercy. 
In the communion of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ 
our God. 
 To you, O Lord our God. 
Presider  Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to 
be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by 
adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom 
with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen 
 
THE ABSOLUTION 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Presider  The peace of the Christ Child be always with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
The people greet one another in the name of  Jesus. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
OFFERTORY                        Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing                       #87, Hymnal 1982 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                            Eucharistic Prayer D 
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The presider continues:   
 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; 
for you alone are God, living and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you 
created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of 
your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature 
under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 
 
Presider and People 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
The presider continues: 
 
We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our 
Creator, we might rule and serve all 
your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of 
death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again 
you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 
 
Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To 
the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To 
fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made 
the whole 
creation new. 
 
And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to 
fulfillment the sanctification of all. 
 
When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
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Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his descent 
among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in 
glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and 
we bless you. 
 
Presider and People 
 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we give thanks to you, 
and we pray to you, Lord our God. 
 
The Presider continues 
Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these 
gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the 
cup of salvation, the Body and Blood 
of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in 
Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
 
Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. 
Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 
And grant that we may find our inheritance with all the saints who have found favor 
with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                Sung        
 
Presider:  And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The presider breaks the consecrated bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM    
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us, therefore let us keep the feast. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Presider  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM  O Holy Night    
 
PRAYER FOR LAY EUCHARISTIC VISITORS  (as appropriate) 
  
Deacon    In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that _______ 
  may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  
  
People    We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.  
  
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Presider:  Let us pray. 
 
Presider and People 
God of abundance, 
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us 
with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 
POSTCOMMUNION HYMN     Silent Night                           #111, Hymnal 1982 
 

Please join in singing as we dim the lights  
and pass the light of the newborn Christ child to one another. 

 
SOLEMN CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
 
May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter 
the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen. 
 
 



 

11 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make 
you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
  
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace 
and favor. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you for ever. Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL      Joy to the World   #100, Hymnal 1982 
 
Deacon:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
DISMISSAL    Feliz Navidad 
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